
icsid is advocacy
world design capital®
With more than half the world’s population now living in urban 
areas, cities are facing dramatic changes in how they adapt to 
rising populations and effectively provide for the businesses 
that feed their economic growth. In recognition of municipalities 
in which design lies at the very core of public, private and 
governmental development is the World Design Capital (WDC) 
designation, a city promotion project created to acknowledge 
those cities that have used design not only as a tool to further 
social, cultural and economic development, but also as a means 
to effectively renew their environment and improve quality of life 
for their inhabitants. 

First established as a pilot-project in 2008, the WDC is unique 
in its aim to focus on the broader essence of design’s impact 
on urban spaces, economies and citizens. Held biennially, the 
designation provides a distinct opportunity for cities to highlight 
their successes in urban revitalisation strategies, as well as 
feature their accomplishments in attracting and promoting 
innovative design for the period of one full year in which the 
awarded city hosts a multidisciplinary programme of design-led 
events.

As a World Design Capital, cities can:
• gain visibility as a centre for creativity and innovation
• attract investment and creative professionals
• strengthen knowledge-based economic development

• improve the quality of life in the city
• position the city as a leading center of design
• build global image as a must-see travel destination
• take part in an international network of design
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 Get involved
• Applications to become a WDC are accepted by all cities and is not reserved to national capitals. 
• For more information on the World Design Capital please visit www.worlddesigncapital.com or contact the 
  Icsid Secretariat by phone +1 514-448 4949 or by email at info@worlddesigncapital.com.

Left: Mole Antonelliana and Alps, Turin. (Source: istockphotos. Photographer: Nicola Destefano)
 Middle: Gyeongbok Palace, Seoul. (Source: istockphoto. Photographer: Jian Huan Sen)
Right: Helsinki Cathedral. (Source: City of Helsinki Media Bank. Photographer: Matti Tirri)

 



“In our current society, there are expanded opportunities for industrial designers. Our fi eld is growing from 
its historical role in the design of objects to the design of social systems and solving social and humanitarian 
problems through design. World Industrial Design Day gives designers an international platform to address 
these problems and shines a light on the sometimes antiquated perception of what industrial designers do.”    
Dr. Mark Breitenberg, Icsid President 2009-2011 / Provost, California College of Arts

world industrial design day
Established on 29 June 2007, World Industrial Design Day is an international day of 
awareness celebrated throughout the world by designers and non-designers alike. 
Inaugurated on Icsid’s 50th anniversary, World Industrial Design Day is observed annually 
on the 29 June with the goal of encouraging inter-disciplinary collaborations, increasing 
awareness of the design industry and exploring ways in which responsible design can 
improve economic, social, cultural and environmental quality of life. 

Since its inception, Icsid strives to connect people from diverse backgrounds. While many 
members come from different cultures or religions, they have at least one thing in common: 
a passion for industrial design. This bridging of the design community continues to be 
shown with the annual celebration of World Industrial Design Day; a day for the global 
industrial design community to share ideas, celebrate their profession, spread knowledge 
and help create a better world in the process.    
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get involved
• World Industrial Design Day is an international day of observance and anyone with an interest is 
  encouraged to organise an event in celebration. 
  Visit the www.icsid.com/projects/world_industrial_design_day.com for inspiration.

Top: Design exhibition held in Seoul, South Korea in 2010.
Bottom: 2010 Icsid student poster competition winner, created by Ivan Orin Vrkas 

and Bojan Kristofi c, University of Zagreb, Croatia.



icsid is partnerships
what is the international 
design alliance?
In a major step for the global design community, Icsid and 
the International Council of Graphic Design Associations 
(Icograda) came together in 2003 to create a new alliance 
dedicated to creating a truly collective voice of design. A 
strategic initiative, the International Design Alliance (IDA) 
is now the largest design collaborative in the world and 
strives to bring the benefits of design to world bodies, 
governments, businesses and society. Further expanding 
its expertise and influence, in September 2008 the 
IDA welcomed the International Federation of Interior 
Architects/Designers (IFI) to the alliance as the third 
partner.

The biennial IDA Congress is the primary project for the 
IDA and is the premier event worldwide for dialogue 
between designers and non-designer stakeholders in a 
summit format.
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goals of the international 
design alliance
• Empower discipline specific international   
  design industry organisations to 
  collaborate and share best practices.

• Develop and share knowledge 
  of design around the world.

• Stimulate innovation through 
  multidisciplinary design  
  collaboration.

• Promote the mutual interest 
  of all design professions.

• Encourage the use and value of design 
   by building relationships with world bodies.
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ingo partnerships
Since the establishment of Icsid, partnerships with 
fellow international non-governmental organisations 
have facilitated the organisation’s mission and vision 
and have helped Icsid evolve over time. Starting 
in 1963, Icsid was granted special consultative 
status by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), followed by 
ongoing and indispensible collaborations with the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 
(UNIDO), the World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO) and the Office of Harmonisation for the 
Internal Market (OHIM). 

Interdesign workshops held in partnership with UNESCO.
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what are icsid corporate 
innovators?
The vision of the Icsid Corporate Innovators (ICI) programme 
is to build a network of mutually beneficial global partnerships 
with design thinkers and business leaders committed to 
advancing the profession of industrial design.

Icsid corporate members that are part of the ICI programme 
celebrate their continued contribution and commitment to 
the global industrial design industry through their alignment 
with Icsid’s vision to create a world where design enhances 
our social, cultural, economic and environmental quality of 
life. 

Since its inception in 2005, long standing Icsid Corporate 
Innovator members, Autodesk Inc., Design Continuum Inc. 
and Tupperware, have made a positive impact to Icsid’s 
organisational development and in turn have supported the 
organisation in successfully achieving their strategic goals.

what is the value of being an icsid 
corporate innovator?
• Align with Icsid’s vision of creating a world where design enhances our social, 
  cultural, economic and environmental quality of life.

• Support the mission of Icsid to advance the discipline of industrial design 
  and foster a global understanding of design.

• Enable Icsid to achieve its strategic goals.

• Ongoing corporate sponsorship recognition through the Icsid Network.

• A tailor-made programme to facilitate partnerships with other Icsid Members, 
  including opportunities to form strategic alliances.

• Special invitations and recognition at Icsid Events, including regional meetings, 
  biennial congress and various other international promotions.

• Prominent recognition and promotion through various Icsid communications, 
  including the Icsid Website, newsletter and biennial annual report, amongst others.

get involved
• For more information on becoming an Icsid Corporate Innovator, please contact the Icsid Secretariat 
  by phone at +1 514 448 4949 or by email at office@icsid.org.
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Scan the QR-Code 
with your mobile 
telephone to access 
the most recent 
news, features 
and events from 
the Icsid Network. 

icsid secretariat 
455 St-Antoine West

Suite SS10
Montreal, Quebec, H2Z 1J1

Canada 
t. + 1 514 448 4949
f. + 1 514 448 4948
e. office@icsid.org


